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UM RESTORES BUILDING’S RIGHTFUL NAME IN MAY 13 CEREMONY 
MISSOULA-
The University of Montana will give a former campus leader the credit he’s due during a 
Friday, May 13, ceremony.
A new sign designating the Charles H. Clapp Building will be unveiled outside the 
Science Complex during a 3:30 p.m. ceremony. The public is invited to join the Clapp family and 
campus community members for the brief event.
As UM’s fifth president, Clapp served from 1921 to 1935, when he died in office. An 
accomplished scientist and administrator, Clapp was the longest-serving president in UM history 
until current President George Dennison broke the almost-15-year record a year ago.
The building was officially named for Clapp during Homecoming 1971, and a plaque was 
installed in the foyer. But through the years the building has been known as the Science 
Complex, reinforced by a sign reading as such out front. That will change, Dennison said, with 
the building henceforth being referred to by its proper name.
“I believe it entirely fitting that we complete the effort initiated by President Robert 
Pantzer in 1971 to recognize one of the University’s greatest and most-effective presidents,” 
Dennison said. “Charles Clapp not only held the University together during very difficult times,
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but he undertook initiatives to assure its continued development, thereby assuring its future.” 
The Clapp name became popular again on campus three years ago when the former 
president’s survivors donated a manuscript on the University’s history to the Mansfield Library.
The never-published history, “Narrative of Montana State University, 1893-1935,” was 
written by Mary Brennan Clapp, a longtime UM faculty member and the wife of Charles Clapp. 
The manuscript -  planned for publication in the next two years by The University of Montana 
Press -  covers UM’s beginnings and the terms of its first five presidents.
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